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FOREWORD

This booklet is prepared especially for
my nephews and nieces who I thought
would be interested in our ancestry as
far as we have been able to trace back:

Also a few blank pages in the back of
this booklet for them to enter any other
information, like names and dates of
their families and a record of their own
children.

On my father’s side of the family we
were able to trace back to my grand-
father, Jan DeVos, who died in Chicago
on July 17, 1894. We were unable to
discover the date of his birth. My father
passed away on August 27, 1935.

On my mother’s side of the family
we were able to trace back to her pa-
ternal grandfather and my great grand-
father, Roel Van Vuuren, born in the
Netherlands in 1793.

‘On the maternal side of my mother’s
family we were able to trace back to a
great great grandfather of mine, a Jan
De Jong. See page six entitled “OUR
FAMILY.” He was the father of Jacob
De Jong, who was born October 11,
1808, in the Netherlands. =

In 1951 we were saddened by the
death of two in our immediate family.

On March 26, Cleo, wife of my
brother Richard, died suddenly. She
was always so cheerful and happy and
we were so shocked at the news of her
unexpected death.

On September 14 my mother passed
away at the age of 84 years. During
her long and serene life she was always
interested in and was very much liked
by all our relatives.

MARY VANDERBILT
(Maartje DeVos)



JAN DEVOS

Jan DeVos left Stryen, Netherlands
with his wife, nee Altje Lagastee and
six children, Peter, Jacob, Lena, Gertrude
Arthur and Annie in the year 1878 and
settled on a farm near Zeeland, Michigan.
In 1886 the family moved to Roseland
Chicago, Illinois.

Jan DeVos died in Roseland on July,
17, 1894 and is buried in Mount Green-
wood Cemctery in Chicago, Illinois.

Altje Lagastee DeVos died in Rose-
land on October 3, 1898 and is buried in
Mount Greenwood Cemetery in Chicagos
Illinois.

Peter DeVos married Maggeltje Van
Vuuren. Peter died on the farm in
Breman Township, Cook County, Illinois
on August 27,1935 and is buried in Mount
Greenwood Cemetery in Chicago, Illinois.

Jacob De Vos died on the farm in Brem-
an Township, Cock County, Illinois on
July 21, 1937 and is buried in Mount
Greenwood Cemetery in Chicago, Illinois-

Lena DeVos married Lambert Tolsma
Lena died in Roseland on October 5, 1891
and is buried in Mount GreenwoodCeme-
tery in Chicago, Illinois.

Gertrude DeVos married Arie DeKoning.
Gertrude died in Roseland and is buried
in Mount Greenwood Cemetery in Chi-
cago, Illinois.

Arthur DeVos died in Roseland on
April 17, 1907 and is buried in Mount
Greenwood Cemetery in Chicago Illinois.

Annie DeVos died in Roseland on April
18, 1895 (23 years old) and is buried in
Mount Greenwood Cemetery,Chicago,Ill.

PETER DEVOS

Peter DeVos was born in Stryen, Neth-
erlands, Province of South Holland, on
October 2, 1862.

At the age of seventeen he came to
America with his parents, who settled om
a farm near Zeeland, Michigan.

Peter engaged in farmine most of his
life except for the years he worked in the
Burnside Illinois Central Railroad Shops.

In 1912 he moved to a farm in Breman
Township about four miles west of Blue
Island, Illinois om 135th Street. At that
time this farm was known as Lange’s
Grove.

Peter married Maageltje VanVuuren
on April 10, 1887. They were the parents

of four boys and five girls.

Peter died on August 27, 1935 and is
buried in Mount Greenwood Cemetery in
Chicago, Illinois.



ROEL VANVUUREN

- Roel VanVuuren (1793-1859) with his
wife, Grietje Baardwijck (1800), set out
from Uithuistermeede in 1848 and arrived
in Low Prairie the same year after an oce-
an voyage of six weeks. According to one
of the decendants, Van Vuuren had been
instrumental in persuading the Rev.W.C.

Wust to migrate to what was then, in the

old country, considered the Indian Wilds
of America. As these pioneer families later
learned, there was at that time not much
of Indian life left in the Calumet area.

Here Van Vuurcn purchased a section
of land just north of the river. A log cabin
situated somewhere between the present
Arie T. Gouwens and Van Oostenbrugge
homes, served as the family’s first Low
Prairie dwelling. Some of the logs of this
cabin were later used in the constructiom
of the Arie T Gouwens barn. The titles
of properties in this area go back as far
as Roel Van Vuuren ownership Roel Van
Vuuren flgured immediately in the activ-
ities of the church, but his services were
not of many years duration for he died in
1859, two years after the first cemetery
had been purchased The graves of Mr.
Van Vuuren and his wife are marked by
horizontal flat slabs, that have been fairly
well preserved. This couple most likely
wers anong the first adults buried in the
then new cemetery west of Thornton,

The VanVuuren family was a rather
large one. The sons and daughters inter-
married with members of the local famil-
ies of a decade later.

Accordingly many of the folks of the
First Reformed Church of South Holland
are decendants of these pioneers.
Teuntje VanVuuren married Jan deJong.
Anna married Arie deJong. Gerrigje mar-
ried Arie Gouwens. Mageltje married
Cornelis dedJong (later of Michigan.)
Jansje married Arie T. Gouwens. Neeltje
married Gouw Zwijnenberg. Lammert
married Aaltje de Vries, Dirk married
Maartje deJong of High Prairie.

The foregoing sketch of Roel VanVuur-
en and his family was copied from the
100 year anniversary book of the First
Reformed Church of South Holland, Il
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* DIRK VAN VUUREN

Dirk Van Vuuren, son of Roel and
Grietje VanVuuren was born in the Pro-
vince of South Holland, Netherlands, on
September 12, 1834. He migrated with his
parents to a farm in what is now South
Holland, Illinois but was then called Low
Prairie. He married Maartje DeJong .She
was the daughter of Jacob DedJong one of
the first settlers, and also the first elder of
the First Reformed Church in Roseland,
Chicago, Illinois. The VanVuurens built
their home at 100th Place and Michigan
Avenue in Roseland, Chicago, Illinois,

During the construction of this home
the window and door frames were deliver-
ed on the day of the great Chicago fire,
October 9, 1871.

Dirk Van Vuuren died on February 21,
1906 at the age of 71 years and is buried
in the family lot in Mount Greenwood
Cenietery in Chicago, Illinois.



OUR FAMILY

Father Jacob Dedong lost his father
by death when he was not quite five years
old. His name was Jan Dedong.

 Father’s mother‘s name was Maartje ?

Mother Geertje DeJong was born Eenig-
enburg. Her father’s name was Joris
Hark Eenigenburg; born on January 25,
1778 in Holland, Nederland; died August
8, 1842 at the age of 64 years. Grandmo-
ther Triezntze Gerrits Eeningenburg was
born in the year 1779, date unknown;
died on January 5, 1842 at the age of
63 yeurs.

Father Jacob Dedong was born Oct. 11,
1808 in Holland, Nederland, in a place
called Schoorl. He died in Roseland on
March 27, 1875 at the age of 66 years, 5
months and 16 days.

Mother Geertje DedJong was born on
July 17 1810 in Holland, Nederland; and
died in Roseland, Chicago at the age of
68 years on October 3, 1896.

Our elders migrated from Nederland to
America in the year 1849 on a sailing ship
over the big Ocean. The trip took 42
days. It was very stormy and with an
epidemic of cholera on board 32 passen-
gers died They landed in New York and
went immediately by steamboat and canal
boat to Detroit; then by steam boat to
Chicago where they landed on State
Street on July 4,1849. They traveled then
14 miles south and bought land for five
dollars an acre. The place was then called
Hooge Prairie. (High Prairie) It was all
wild land

To our elders were born sixteen child-
ren as follows:- »

FAMILY OF JACOB DE JONG

: Born Died
Maartje Aug. 25,1835
Jan Aug. 28, 1836
Joris. October 8, 1837 Jan. 9,1845
Gerrit March 14, 1839

Tryntje April 9, 1840 Aug. 24, 1840
Tryntje April 25, 1841 Feb. 2, 1842

Dirk Jan, 23, 1843

Hark April 21, 1844 :
Tryntje Nov. 23, 1845 May 20, 1849
Joris ° April - 1847 May 9, 1849
Giluitje May 19, 1848 May 8,1849
Joris Aug. 10, 1849

Tryntje May 1, 1851 July 18, 1851
Pieter Jan. 25, 1853 July 29, 1853

Tryntje Jan. 25, 1853 Apr 6, 1853
Tryntje Feb. 11, 1855 Aug-2, 1855

The foregoing “ OUR FAMILY ” is an
English translation of a document writ-
ten in the Holland language by one of the
children of Jacob DeJong
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MAARTJE DEJONG

Maartje DeJong was born in the Neth-
erlands on August 25, 1835, the eldest
child of Jacob and Geertje ( nee Eenigen-
burg ) DeJong.

Maartje married Dirk VanVuuren and
lived in Roseland from 1849 until she
died on August 1, 1911. She is buried in
the VanVuuren family lot in the Mount
Greenwood Cemetery, Chicago, Illinois.



THE CHILDREN OF
MR. AND MRS. DIRK VANVUUREN

Grietje was born on January 26, 1856.
Grietje married John Nomes. Grietje
died on April 26, 1941, and is buried in
Oak Hill Cemetery in Alsip, Illinois.

Geertje was born on January 25, 1860.
Geertje married Paul Tanis. Geertje
died on January 14, 1944, and is buried
in Mount Hope Cemetery in Chicago,
Illinois.

Roel was born on May 30, 1862. Roel
married Katie Heun. Roel died on Jan-
uary 10, 1945, in Clinton, Iowa, and is
buried in the cemetery in Futon, Illinois.

Trientje was born on February 28,
1865. Trientje married Albert Hine.
After the death of Albert Hine she mar-
ried Myndert Knynsberg. Trientje died
on November 7, 1949, and is buried in
the Oak Glen Cemetery in Lansing,
Illinois.

Maggeltje was born on April 13, 1867.
Maggeltje married Peter DeVos. Mag-
geltje died on September 14, 1951, and
is buried in Mount Greenwood Cemetery
in Chicago, Illinois.

Guurtje was born on August 8, 1869.
Guurtje married John Van Erden.
Guurtje died on December 24, 1927, and
is buried in Mount Greenwood Ceme-
tery in Chicago, Illinois.

Anna was born on May 2, 1871. Anna
married Richard DeKock. Anna died
on November 18, 1900, and is buried
beside her parents in the Van Vuuren
family lot in Mount Greenwood Ceme-
tery in Chicago, Illinois.

Jakob died in infancy.

Jacob was born on August 11, 1874.
Jacob married Kate DeKock. Jacob lives
in Lansing, Illinois.

Roel VanVuuren died in Fulton, Illinois.
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MAGGELTJE VANVUUREN

Maggeltje Van Vuuren was born in
Roseland, Chicago, Illinois, on April 13,
1867. She attended school in the first
Public School in Roseland at 103rd
Street and Michigan Avenue. Her teach-
ers were the late Professor Brennan and
Miss Beyea. She assisted with the fam-
ily housework and on the farm. She
married Peter DeVos on April 10, 1887,
in the First Reformed Church of Rose-
land at 107th Street and Michigan
Avenue. The marriage ceremony was
performed by the Reverend B. Van Ess.

Peter DeVos and wife, Maggeltje, set
up housekéeping in a new home built on
the homestead of her father at 100th
Place and Michigan Avenue in Roseland,
Chicago, Illinois.

In 1897 the family moved to Dolton,
Illinois, where Mr. DeVos engaged in
truck farming until the year 1900 when
the family moved to Roseland. First
they lived at 100th Place and Michigan
Avenue, also on 100th and LaSalle
Street, and later moved to 32 East 99th
Place. Mr. DeVos bought the house next
door west, 30 East 99th Place, which at
that time was numbered 2601 99th Place,
and lived there until 1912 when Mr,
DeVos left his employment at the Illinois
Central Shops in Burnside and moved ‘o
a farm in Bremen Township, four and
one-half miles west of Blue Island, Illi-
nois. Mr. and Mrs. DeVos were the
parents of four boys and five girls.



THE CHILD EN OF
MR. AND MRs. PETER DE VOS

Jan (John) was born April 4, 1888.
Jan married Emma Belanger. They have
a son, Alexander Joseph, and live in
Chicago, Illinois.

Alexander married Beatrice Cletten-
berg. They live in Chicago, Illinois.

Maartje (Mary) was born January
13, 1890. Maartje married Jacob Van-
derbilt. They live in Sheldon Heights,
Chicago, Illinois. They have two daugh-
ters, Mary Ruth and Belle Evelyn.

Mary Ruth married Frederick Willard
Roos. They live in Kansas City, Kansas.

Belle Evelyn married Toivo Einar
Ulvila. They live in Blue Island, Iilinois.

Dirk (Richard) married Cleo Miner
and were parents of eleven boys and
five girls. They live in Oak Forest,
Illinois.

Cleo® (Mrs. Richard DeVos) died on
March 26, 1951, and is buried in Cedar
Park Cemetery in Calumet Park, Illinois.

The children of Dirk and Cleo are:

Richard, Jr.; who married Jeannie
Perrino. They live in Oak Forest,
Illinois.

Robert Leroy, who married Darlene
Arthur. They live in Harvey, Illinois.

Georgetta Jane, who married Frank
Vodnik. They live in Oak Forest, Illinois.

Donald Peter, who married Lois Wilki.
They live in Oak Forest, Illinois.

Edward Miner, who married Alice
Perkoski. They live in Chicago, Illinois.

William Arthur, who married LaVerne
Maryjeske. They live in Blue Island,
Illinois. 4

Herbert Louis, who married Rita Cain.
- They live in Oak Forest, Illinois.

Doris Agnes, who muirried Joseph
Kennedy. They live in Oak Forest,
Ilinois.

Alice Jean, who married Donald
Krueger. They live in Oak Forest,
Illinois.

John Paul lives at the home of his
parents in Oak Forest, Illinois, and at-
tends Thornton High School in Harvey,
Illinois-
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David Russel lives at home with his-
parents in Oak Forest, Illinois, and at-
terids” the' Thornton Township High
School in Harvey, Ilfifiois. g

Frederic James lives at home with
his parents in Oak Forest and attends
the Arbor Park School in Oak Forest,
Illinois.

.James Anthony lives at home with
his parents in Oak Forest, Illinois, and
attends the Arbor Park School in Oak
Forest, Illinois.

Judith Ann lives at home with her
parents in Oak Forest, Illinois, and at-
tends the Arbor Park School in Oak
Forest, Illinois.

Pricilla Jean lives at home with her
parents in Oak Forest, Illinois, and at-
tends the Arbor Park School in Oak
Forest, Illinois.

Thomas Ear] lives at home with his
parents in Oak Forest, Illinois, and at-
tends the Arbor Park School in Oak
Forest, Illinois.

-  Altje (Alice) was born December 24,
1893. Altje married Fred Slebos. They
live in Beverly Hills, Chicago, Illinois.
7 Margaretha was born in Dolton, Illi-
nois, on July 1, 1896. Margaretha mar-
ried Jacob Hoekstra. They live in
Chicago, Illinois. They have two daugh-
ters, urita Anne and Ruth Margery.

Laurita married Dewey Laughter.
They live in Farmington, New Mexico.

Ruth married Ziegfried Maurer. They
live in Chicago, Illinois.

Johanna was born in Dolton, -Illinois,
on September 8, 1897. Johanna married
John Slebos. Tfley live in Morgan Park,
Chicago, Illinois.

Anna was born on April 11, 1902, and
died April 21, 1902. Anna is buried in
Mount Greenwood Cemetery, Chicago,
Illinois.

Jacob was born May 3, 1903. Jacob
lives on the farm in Bremen Townshi
about four miles west of Blue Island,
Illinois, on 135th Street.



Arthur was born November 29, 1905.
Arthur married Rose Schick. They live
in Blue Island, Illinois. They have a
son, Charles Arthur.

Charles lives with his parents in Blue
Island, Tllinois, and attends the Blue
Island High School in Blue Island,
Tllinois.




